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Working Group Members   City Staff Community  

In attendance: 
Matt Appelbaum 
Peter Aweida 
Erin Bagnall 
Lori Call 
Ana Karina Casas 
Aaron Cook 
Julia Dullien 
Leticia Garcia 
John Gerstle 
Laura Kaplan 
Adam Kroll 
 

Kirsten Millar 
Ben Molk 
Tim O’Shea 
Judith Renfroe 
Patti Smith 
Dawn Williams 
Jeff Wingert 
 
Unavailable: 
Lucy Conklin 
Ken MacClune 
 

In attendance: 
Ryan Hanschen 
Kathleen King 
Holly Opansky 
Jim Robertson 
 
Unavailable: 
Alice Huang 
 
 
 
 

In attendance: 
Michael Kaplan 
William Sweeny 

 

Agenda 
 

• 3:30 pm - Meeting Start and Public Comment  

• 3:45 pm - Data-Based Inventory  

• 4:30 pm - Inventory Working Session  

• 5:00 pm - Group Report-Out  

• 5:20 pm - Next Steps and Upcoming Events  

• 5:30 pm - Conclusion 
 

 

Meeting 
 

• Meeting Start and Public Comment 
o There was no public comment at this meeting. 

• Data-Based Inventory 
o Kathleen King, Senior Planner and Project Manager  

Presented an overview of the East Boulder Subcommunity data-based inventory. See 
correlating power point presentation for more information. 

• Inventory Working Session 
o Kathleen introduced an exercise for working group members to take part in. Each of the 6 

Plan Focus Areas were given a map and question(s) to address. Working Group members 
were divided into 6 teams to work on the question(s) to address; they were also asked to 
create 3 questions to ask to further flush out the topic that could be asked of the public at 
upcoming outreach events. Following are the results of each team’s work. 

o See below for group’s work. 

• Next Steps and Upcoming Events 
o Staff will share Google Doc for upcoming August outreach events to sign up for 

o The next four Working Group meetings were scheduled for: 

− Wednesday, August 28 at 11:30 a.m. 

− Wednesday, September 25 at 3:30 p.m. 

− Wednesday, October 23 at 11:30 a.m. 

− Wednesday, November 20 at 3:30 p.m. 

− No December 
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• Small Local Business – team 1/6 

o Team: Matt, Peter, and Adam 
o Exercise questions to address: 

− Identifying and celebrating small local businesses is an important part of the East Boulder 
planning process. Please use the trace paper and markers to identify your favorite small local 
businesses in the subcommunity.  

− What type of businesses don’t currently exist in East Boulder that your group believes would 
benefit the community? 

o Team summary / thoughts: 

− Favorite small local businesses: Vision Quest, Pearl Parkway Café, Redstone Meadery, BV8 
Distillery, Baby Goat, Spruce Confections, Vapor Distillery, Blackbelly, Wild Woods Brewery, 
Green Chef, Flatiron Deli, Upslope, OZO (both locations), Boulder Dinner Theater, Avalon 
Ballroom, Efrain’s, Shredder Ski & Snowboard School 

− This area has a rich fabric of service industrial businesses that are critical to Boulder’s overall 
economy/provides things people need (and how do we retain these in place?).  

− This is also an area that is a good place for start-up, small-local, nascent companies to reside 
or enter. 

− Are there case studies examples of projects successfully preserving existing 
community/culture/buildings and not removing the people, places and things that created it – 
(to prevent “commercial gentrification). 

o Questions to flesh out / ask the community: 

− What if anything, would encourage you to use an alternative to single occupant vehicle? 

− What would you like to see in East Boulder and why? 

− Are you concerned about pricing out small business that may only be able to exit in the East 
Boulder subcommunity? “Commercial Gentrification” 
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• Arts & Culture – team 2/6 

o Team: Erin and Patti with staff Holly 
o Exercise questions to address: 

− A key component of a subcommunity’s cultural identity are its neighborhoods. How would you 
identify the neighborhoods of East Boulder? 

− Use the trace paper and markers to draw boundaries for area neighborhoods. Name each 
neighborhood and describe its character. 

o Team summary / thoughts: 

− There is an unrealized gateway to the city of Boulder at and around the top of Arapahoe Ave. 
(from Legion Hill Overlook & Road, through and to BVSD and the start of storage / auto 
buildings on the north side of Arapahoe Avenue. 

− There are many isolated neighborhoods, a patch work of individual developments, that make 
up East Boulder that do not necessarily have any connectivity or association with the adjacent 
properties or whole area. 

− Many of these isolated neighborhoods are also single purpose – commercial, light industrial, 
with few intermixed services 

− There are many local retail / services (auto mechanics, dance and arts studios) in there area 
that are critical to its gritty, quirky, patchworking nature.  

o Questions to flesh out / ask the community: 

− Name all of your favorite small businesses, artists, and creatives that work in East Boulder and 
identify where they are located. 

− Where do you find culture in East Boulder? 

− How should future planning in East Boulder support arts & culture? 
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• Design Quality & Placemaking – team 3/6 

o Team: John, Tim, and Dawn with staff Jim 
o Exercise questions to address: 

− The main neighborhood center in East Boulder is located at the intersection of 55th and 
Arapahoe and includes restaurants, such as Blackbelly and Pica’s, breweries, a coffee shop, the 
Boulder Dinner Theater and other community and commercial sites.  Please describe what 
your group identifies as the best features of the area. What makes this site a good place? 

− Also describe other neighborhood center’s challenges. What would be improved to make this 
area a better place? 

o Team summary / thoughts: 

− After the “unrealized gateway” to Boulder at the top of East Arapahoe, there is no significant 
intersection to follow up on that, that 55th and Arapahoe could be. 

− There is an overall lack of typical neighborhood - parks, schools, grocery stores, library 

− There is no north/south multi-use corridor 

− There are many city services here: golf course, trash, recycling 

− BCH is a self-sufficient employment island, meaning employees do not have to leave the 
campus 

− Ball employees use the surrounding amenities. 
o Questions to flesh out / ask the community: 

− As a resident, what services and amenities would you like to have in this area? 

− As working, what services and amenities would you like to have in this area? 

− How would you like to move in, around, and through this area? What additional features 
would you need to do that? 

− What gives or could give East Boulder a “there” or “identity” or how could your sense of East 
Boulder’s identity / character be strengthened? 
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• Housing Affordability & Diversity – team 4/6 

o Team: Lori, Ana, Leticia, Jeffery, and Laura with staff: Ryan 
o Exercise questions to address: 

− One major issue of the East Boulder subcommunity is how much and where might residential 
housing be appropriate in an industrial zone without having negative impacts on our 
important industrial businesses and workforce.  

− Please use the trace paper and markers to identify which areas your group believes are key 
areas to preserve for industrial use.  

− Describe what makes these areas important to the community. 
o Team summary / thoughts: 

− They highlighted housing could be more beneficial along transit corridors and integrated into 
existing light industrial areas (possibly future mixed-use designation) 

o Questions to flesh out / ask the community: 

− Where in East Boulder would you like to live? 

− What amenities would like if you were to move to East Boulder? 

− If you work in East Boulder, would you live there? What would it take? What type of housing 
would you like? And what type of transportation options would you like? 

− Do San Lazaro residences want to be annexed? What would you like about this community? 
What would you like improved? How is public transportation? 

− How important is the Boulder Municipal Airport to the community and is it an option? 
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• Resilience & Climate Commitment – team 5/6 

o Team: Julia and Kirsten 
o Exercise questions to address: 

− In September 2013, the Front Range region experienced significant rainfall, causing flooding, 
loss of life, and widespread damage. More than 18 inches of ran fell in the area causing 25 to 
100-year flooding along Boulder’s 15 drainageways. In East Boulder flooding during this event 
was predominately observed within the high hazard and conveyance zones, with some 
flooding in the 100-year flood plain along 55th and Conestoga streets, Western Avenue, on the 
north end of the Corden Pharmaceuticals site. Also significantly impacted were businesses on 
57th Street, south of Valmont Road, which is in the East boulder subcommunity but not within 
the city limits. 

− Based on your experiences, what other areas have or currently experience flooding or sewer 
backups? Please use the trace paper and marker to indicate where these sites are located. 

o Team summary / thoughts: 

− Places that often flood are not resilient and lack vegetation to retain water. These are also 
typically places you do not want to be in. 

− We need examples of well-designed, beautiful places that making stormwater control into a 
public amenity and nice place to be. 

o Questions to flesh out / ask the community: 

− What would it take for you to NOT drive to work? What makes it difficult for you to take 
transit, bike or walk? 

− What do you hope to see in East boulder? What incentives can be offered to make the area 
more resilient? 

− Do you use CHaRM / ReSource / Recycling Center? 

− What would make it easier for you to install solar, bike to work, compost items? (emphasize 
city proactive support vs. conditions and ordinances; be specific about the actions bc “climate 
& resiliency” is too broad nor actionable) 

− How do we balance improvements related to resiliency with affordability? 
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• Balance of Future Jobs & Housing – team 6/6 

o Team: Aaron Johnson, Ben, Aaron Cook, Judith with staff Ted 
o Exercise questions to address: 

− Transportation options, routes and safety play key roles in connecting East Boulder’s 
workforce to area employment.  Please use the trace paper and markers to identify key areas 
of concern for the following modes: black vehicular, green pedestrian, blue bicyclists, red bus. 

− Take notes to describe issues at each area of concern. 
o Team summary / thoughts: 

− There are mobility shortcomings in mobility 

− The intersections on Arapahoe Avenue are challenging for people walk across in the time 
allotted. 

− Consider the impacts of creating a central focused development (offering more things) at the 
intersection of 55th Street and Arapahoe Avenue, especially the impact of the volume of 
vehicles traveling north/south on 55th Street and north/south on Cherryvale Road; these roads 
are already heavily used and attracting more people to that intersection (via these streets) 
could negatively impact the communities south of Arapahoe Avenue. 

− Provide bus access on Airport Road, and pedestrian access on Valmont and Pearl Parkway 

− Improve bike access between BCH and business park north of it, and between east Airport and 
Valmont Roads, and between South Boulder Creek Path and Flatirons Park 

− Are the streets too wide in Industrial areas? 

− Is there bus service to Longmont? 
o Questions to flesh out / ask the community: 

− What are the housing needs of the East Boulder work force? And does low-income housing 
meet these needs? 

− What amenities or changes are needed to get you to use public transit? 

− What are the barriers to patronizing local businesses (restaurants, etc.)? 
 


